Middietown Press (CT‘.

October §, 1963

Sézéd@?zé Cites Cuban ngz@ess

By RICHARD WOODLEY

Martin Nicolaus, one of the
58 students whc vio"'ted the
State Department’'s travel
ban te visit Cubsz last sum-
mer. gave & large crowd of
carefully listaning Weslevan
students last night his ver-
sion of the present condition
6f a progressive, happr.
populariy unified. bui politi-
cally unsettled Cuba.

He talked of progress in
literacy, health and welfare.
and rtacial inte-
probiems with an
and ineffi-

econo:mcw
gration;

‘of  government v
Cuba will evalve, Jaws,
a successor te Castro.
He called Premier Castro’s
regime ‘1 most  popuiay

ana‘

the
government I've ever seen,”
though maintaining that his
intention was to portray not
Cubz “as a paradise or Cuba
for everybody, but Cuba for
Cubans and Americs for
Americans.™
Anether Trip?

Another trip is in the of-

fing, Nicolaus said, ‘“‘as far

as 1 kpow.” and by spring
there should e details on
that

- But before pgetting ¢ the
ymat of his talk, the crispe
speaking Wesievan graduate
vented some ire and sarcasm
on the State Departmenti's
Cuban travel han. on alieged
police brutality at the recent
hearing with the students in
Washington, and on the na-
tional press coverage of the
current situation of Cuba.
_"You travel to France and
nobody calis vou 2 Gaullist:
go 1o lialy and nobody calls
VOu z papacist: go lo Spain
and nobedy calls vou a fas-
¢ist: go 10 England and no-
body calls vou 2 monarch-
ist.™
Then, 10 the delight of the
entire audience, added in
lowered iones:

“Trv 10 go to Cuba some-
time."”
Describes Hearing
He described the studerts’
return 10 the United States

and the State Department's
letter that the Passports were
¢ be invalidated. Then he

iaunched into whai one stu-
dent termed, following the
244 hour }ecwrc. “z kind ef
douptful account” of the was
the Washington police han-
died the crowd i the -sub-
sequent congressional hear-
m,-.

and ’men threw hxm

carefu! tn

Nicolaus was
point out that he was not pres-
ent and. wag repeating what he

But

bad beern 1wid by
were in attendance.
He said tnn iravel ban is
upconstitutional. and that a
hearing on tne passport ques-
tion will come up soon.
“All this iz whai happened !

¢when we travelled 1o Cube
#»ith pe more evil infentions
than if we had gone (o Spain or’

spywhere else.” he said. .. ST
is a fear hased on what we don't
know about Cuba.”

He said news service report
ers in Cuba admitted pre-
convictions that the revolution
“should be eradicated.”

Organized Ignorance

“These were private efforis’
on hehalf of the newspapers un-
til 1861 when Cubz was put on
the travel ban. Now we have

organized ignorance. It is ignor-:

ance as 2 nafiona]l policy. If:
this didn’t exist, I
speaking here,
no J*eason for
me.’

There would

He said it was necessary ‘‘for:

somehody t¢ protest the fravel
ban.”

“The travel ban iz somewhat

{ike the wall across Fasl Ber-!
iin,” he said.
Having proiested. Nicolaus

jproceeded with his summarvy of

today’s progress mn Cuba.
% SCHOOLS: He said the Catho-
ic Churcr nas figures which
ow the illiteracy rats was 40
[‘iaev‘ cent before the Castro Teve-
Bation.  Now. ofﬁcxa] FOvEern-
gnem statistics show ihe rate at
B per cent.

ihose who

wouldn't he!

anvone {0 listen io!

i1 don’t know if this is so,”
said. But he described scenes
oF: workmen busily  resding
sspapers during lunch hours
- other evidence of peopie
arested in reading in free
enis. He said thers is now
education up 10 secongary

Gol,

“every
hat far.

Jse. Pid - Mansiens

- mansions and estates
in the-suburbs
have ‘heen vacsied by
ers (most of “whom
and now. zre used for scholar-
ship students’ ‘ciasses and hous-
ing

and that there are fa--
child in, |

T Cubz, ‘he said.;
the own-|
teft Cubalr!

“And there are primitive
school roomis evervwhere’® in
the outer districts of the island.

HEALTH AND WELFARE:.
He cited the voiume of hospi-i
tal comstruction and the major’
education campaign to elimin- |
ate gasiroenierities., 2 dhoace
he said was the major kilier
cnndren in Cuba.

“The most important thin
ils that there iz free maﬂif'a]
;care for evervone ™

There was a shortage of Goe-|
‘tors awé facilities, he saigd. be
cause more peopie were mak
ing use of them than ever be
fore.

ECONOMICS: Elumratxon m‘.cl
emmovmem is now ‘“‘virmal”)
but pot “total’ Nicolaus said. |

| He said work is being D‘h\rldpm
 through diversification wf = agri-
eulture and construction, such
as for housing. |
“\'OL may be surprised,” he!
said, “but I count the rationng
Sysiem as progresc.” :
Peasants Get Share
Under Batista. he said. the'
| wealthy got most of the good!
food. Now the poor peasantsi
get an equal share, i
(“And nobody  gets  good:
tood.” muttered one student in
the 3audience.” :
Nicolaus said that though he
feit the rationing svstem was
progress. ‘1 hope that  soon
‘they will be able to ahandon
it.”
INTEGRATION: “I  don'f.
{ know exactly how bad it was;
i before, but I know for certain |

there were certamn places:
 Negros couid not go. and I
“know for certain there were:

jobs Negros couldn’t get.” i

He cited the example of &
:Negro bus driver he talked to,
iwho said he had applied for:
ithat job several iimes hetore’
jthe revolution bui was ajwavs
Iturned down for various mipor
ireasons. Afier the revolution he :
‘appiieé and was. given the job
immediately,

W

‘1 am quoting people more
i sensitive to the probiem (Ne-
i1 groes) when I sav that there i
o raciai discrimination any
Imore,” Nicolaus sajd
| He said that pm'ate instances
tof discrimination were ‘‘severe-
iy punished” and  that there
iwere “very rigidly enforced
Ilewe.” He said even a “slight
ton the street -was a mis
i demeanor.”

He then turned tu phase two,
of his talk. Cuba’s problems, |
Press Al the Same

PRESS: He didn't lke the’
[ Cubzan press. He said all four
newspapers e similar, ex-

cept for minor differences, *“and
I find them dull: thev are load-
ed with productiorn fizures and

sueh things, ] miss feature
; stories. ™
He sgaid: dorn’t think

1solution has been found a? vet
StTC

‘tor = free pregs under
or socialism. They |
-found & way ouf vel”
. BUREAUCRACY: .
1Cubans haven’'t got the mana-;
tgerial ability and thex TE
i making mistakes all ove m(w
i place. This ic a hig area of com
i plaint.”

. He said lettevs tn the editors!

. The

:0f newspapers reflected su.cn.
complainig !

ATTITUDESR: One of Cas-!
tro”Q problemns. he said, is that

me “peopie don’t think critical-
]‘ H
| “This attitude is from before
ithe revoiution. The peasants
rdon’t realize—that this is the
itime ic speak ouil. Thev have
ran atiitude of servility., Offi-
‘cials of Cuba, he said, agree,
ithat there is teo little “eritical,

1 §pirit.”
' “The .problem .is to
to ‘be full-fledged citi :
Phase three of his lecture m-’
voived areas he said were stilll
in'a state of flux. I can’t eval-
uate them, and nobody should:
evaluate them &t this time.”




What Direction?
POLITICAL STRUCTURE::
Ke said he didn’t know whatl:

‘kind of govermment the revelu-.
‘tion would evolve inte. It could
‘he & democraly, or a dictator-’

ship. or something eise. Now it
is called 2 “‘dictatorship for ihe
projetariat.” that is, the paer
over the rich.

Castro’s omuipresence in all
corners of the diciatorship. he
said. now ;zxvp Cuba 'a govern-
meni Wwhich runs mdireﬂthf
from the bottom up'’ tecause,
Castro alwavs takes into ad-:
visement whai the peasanis
are saving. :

o 7.1 would say that 80-83
per Len‘ are behind the revolus
tion.’ :

“] pever saw anvihing morej
democratic”” than the workshipi
nominations for party mermber-
ship. :

SUCCESSOR: This is an “un-|
setiled” issue, he said. No'nom.l

seems 10 know who might fol-
jow Casiro. :

LAWS: Due fo the lack of
jegal precedents in the rTevolu-
Hon. it is unclear how many of
the laws will work. ﬂe said the
legal situation was "'vVery, ver,v‘;
corrupt” under Batista, and
that "the Valachi gang wasi
very much involved in Cubs v

ithe 308 i

PRISONS: “We szw a couple’

‘of bad prisons. many good pris- |

L ONE. HD teiked of the rehebil!
iifation farms v«her inmiates:
‘had % adeo guns’ in their pos-
isession 10 guard themseives.

“Tiig 2 very bold ex ner*men
‘pased entirelv on trust.”

He said thers were even Bo-
Titical rehabilitetion farme on
which thers were many former
Batista-followers.

Fhaowed Slides

Nicolans showed a long series

;of photographic slides showing |

‘many facets of Cuba which |

have not generally been shown.
‘There were happy ifaces,

'healthy children, beautifui

ibuildings.
¢ The characier. of the revolu-
ition — or part of it — was
i graphicallv shown with  the con-
itrastz of the ritzy pre-revolu-
'tion hotels and aparmment buiid-
fings mow populated by jower
Jclagses. Children plaveo’ and
\swam in the modern faciiities
iwitere ihe rich had esercised
Zup 10 10 vears 2go.
! He had¢ photegraphed Castro
iplaving wing-pong with some of
lthe students. It was a smiling
|Casire, and. as the games pro-
igwsmc a shirtless Castre,
' (1t wag a surprisingly tlabby
iCastre  without the denim
Ishirt.) :
! F¥or an hour. Nicolaus an-
wered guestionis from the audi-
ence. He tended toward sar-
casm on many of the more cri-
fical guestions. but answered
most of them briskly.
Onestion Period

DOne studeni. after 2 prelude
of eriticism of Nicolaus for as-
rsuming Vs great deal of naiveie}
‘ou the part of ihe audience.” )
‘asked if the speaker fell "vou|
Inave teught us anvthing fo-!
Imight.”

“There will be 2 test right;
.after the meeting,” Nicoiaus|
answered, -

Nicolaus restricted the guBs
gons io Cuba. and nost ¢ ;
guestions  were  simply
Jurther clarification of wha
thad said. :
© Questioned about the preséi
jof “secondary economies’
‘as a national lotiery. Niché
sald “ihere was a nationa
terv, Nicolaus saié there
aﬁond lotte 3 with halses
ias prize
' He sa.\c nobody loses and
because the money vou

A
o3

-used ag a down-paymen
‘house gg soon  as thereg
ihouses  available for :
body.,”

“Gtudents leaving “Thedtre 192
‘where the -talk was given gave,;
widely varied reactions. !
Douhied Obiectivity :
. Most said they doubted Nico-}
‘laus was objective in nis talk,)
‘but most sai¢ the talk was in-}
formative. Many students ex-
pressed the feeling thal the na-!
tion’s press was s¢ sianted "‘the
other wav™ that it was neces-!
sarv 1¢ hear irom someone like
1’\1coxav¢. “who is slanted nis
iwa
! m:{ny students agreed with
Ier'c»muﬂ ithat  diplomatic and
l{rade relations shouid be rees-
[tablished with Cuba.
i Several mentioned they were
surprised at the number of
happy faces shown in Nicolaus’
photographs.

A Wesjevan Umvarsm' €co-
nomist said h t the talk was
excellent.”” but v xsnec Nicglaus
had sn*essed “even more” that
there are “‘other ways ithan mi-
vate emn"nnse for a successful
economy.”” He said he believ
Cuba had shown greal progress
in solving the unemployvment
problem. And he weas impressed
‘with the happiness and epuil-
ience shown in the faces”
Stirred Theughts
: Ope stodent said he didn™t
ithink  anvbodv's mind was
‘changed by the talk, bui that
Yit stirred up the mud I my
mm .31
“Ii's good to be stirred up
once in a wiile,” he sald.

Several crudnmc said  they
were irritated by the attitude of
Nicolaus.

“He's an egotistical and ar-
regant . ., .0 said one, ‘‘bul
iintevesting. Thie was a good
icharacter studr of him, any-
iway.”

: Nicolaus.  who gradusted!
magna cum Jaude from Wesley-
ian last spring. i8  currently:
istudving for = master’s degree
iin the history of greai ideas at:
!Brandeis Universuy in  Wai-,
ithani, Mass.
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In ’92 Speech

Nicolaus Says Cuban Reforms

by Edward M. Rudd

Students

A personal account of the American stwdent trip into Cuba this
summer was givenn by Martin Nicolaus 63, in the *92 Theater last night.
The speech, accompanjed by slides, was sponsorec by the Weslevan
political forum. ' ,
" Nicolaus emphasized in ‘the opening of his speech his personal dis-
‘taste for the State Department’s ban on American travel in Cuba.
‘Stressing the dir'ﬁculty of American travel in Cuba, Nicolaus dared the
audience to “go 1o Cuba sometime” He then related the problems
encountered in the actual travel to Cuba. in returning to the United States:
and in the House Un-American Activities committee hearings held in
Washington atfter readmittance to the United States.

Nicolaus referred 1o State Department indecision and inefficiency in
readmittance procedures in Madrid where the American students were]
forced to re-enter the U.S. He commented also on the current maaczexon,
in the government’s action against
the illegal trip into Cuba. Nicolaus
then described police handling of the
students during the Washington hear-
ings as vicious anc prejudiced to~
wards bearded and sandeled students.
He mentoned the use of paralvzing
clamps and bearngs resulting in
cracked ribs.

Public Ignorance

Nicolaus stated that American pub-
lic ignorance of the real Cuban eco-
nomic and political situation caused
the disfavorable public reaction to
the wip. He said this ignorance had
two sources: the dearth of full and
accurate national news coverage of
the Cuban situaton and the U.S.
wravel ban to Cubz. Nicolaus said
that if evervone were allowed to
trave] to Cuba there wouid not be
the “hullabaioc, hue and cry” over
the uip.

Nicolaus explained the reason the
trip was made bv studems by ex-
pounding the special role of students

as seekers afrer truth, He stated that
students, whose business is r¢ find out
truth, TOUST Protest the U.S. wravel
ban as z “contribution to ignorance.”

Social Progress

Nicolaus gave a tripartite outline
of social progress in Cuba mention-

ing progress in education, health wel- -

fare and general economy. He laudec
a reduction of an unofhicial 40%
illireracy rate w 5.9¢ in two years
and also the imcreased facilities for
education for all ages in Cuba. He
described former hoielc reconverted
into “scholarship cities.” He pointed
to increased medical facilities and
free medical care for all Cubans. He
described the economic gains from a.
diversion of agricultural crops and|
increased industrv and home bluld~.
ing.

Nicolaus then concerned hxrﬂse,
with the severe probiems he ncmced;

in Cuba. He saw dullness and repeti-lf

tion among the Cuban newspapers;
and nrob]em: in the bureaucratic ad-;
ministration in business. He nomced
in the Cuban people themselves ;
“slave-suffle in their thought,” and g
lack of “critical spirit.” He pointed
out the ill eflects of managing /a’

government respondent to experiment |

and public opinion.

Nicolaus stated that he was un-
clear as to the probiem of succession
of political leadership in Cuba. He
also could not fortell the future of
Cuba’s legal system which has Iittle
legitimate Jegal precedence. He did
mention however that he witnessed
a trial which was ‘‘as fair as couid
pe.”

Slides followed the prepared
speech. These slides concentrated on
the urban parts of the trip, showing
scenes from Havana and Santizge.
The July 26 Independence Dav po-
litical rally was covered, with em-
phasis on reaction in people’s faces.
Photographs appearec of Fidel Casi-
ro plaving ping-pong with the Ameri-
can students.

Suggestions for future U.S.-Cuban
poh'cv were stated by Nicolaus dur-
ing the question penoo following the
siides. Other than liftng the travel
ban, he suggested the U.S. re-estab-
lish diplomatic relations with Cuba,
remove the black list of foreign ships
serving Cuban ports, lift the embargo:
pf Cub3"and rénegitiare trade amee--
memtSefiaet bt i
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