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Nov. 10, 1964

Well, we're finally getting to work, in a m-nner of s ~aking , md

if things contliuie the way thoylve staried oub, it should be a bevrific yorw, i.‘-o "ar

we have ono Freo’'om Schwol elass poing ~ about thirty high sehool st Id.an.u o add Lol

ot groer Wo bal., IU's mob a hin iy orm zsed class, bub a o ocun on is U:_‘

ceans. it lebs the kddo o Qo ardl. o &1 ’tih‘a things theytve veen viunldng and

vt ono one hasy Uil now, bean dinberesied in hoaringe We discuss gy thinrs, moctly

conyored around the race question, do OCracyy Troadony, t?nc*‘\ﬂ Tr«% a c. It dncr ol lle

howr cuch czr'*”**_i.cmce c:w toreh you w Lot T nean ds Lot U £o > dds I oo hvd

auch o row,.. Bl LU Ly has taught € not only in \Am m*ac";;ical senscy bub

o0 n led om uO o Tl ":;z; oblcal evel labtlons in thelr minds., I you only asim them

ot find hat they bave a very clear picturo of the econonles of sommorniion, thot

tugy are able to put into abstract concepte all the pain Lthey heve bec. ... ..ed Lo dn _

their short 1lives, i
The. o ki, are oleo extronely COUrageouSs Much more so than thoir m rents, of cowrse.

Thoy v ¢ a0 0 ond the stc o whore it is wordh while cowre dlngz a minei~le - toe

the exa ple of the gird who siated *1 would rather die thm no. be 'mle to b bae: 0

& vhite nan® 7w merng oractly vthat ohe says -~ even W Lolldne oo to a v _\';.0 i gy

cost her her 14, P on b LAY el o day, VoL e 1 friend, she vas

tearl  Gou o G - 5 off « 5, and a cop st wed and callod her over. She

gpvre: . ed hin, hold” o; a partly torn fiag and he saysisirl, whrb's that you hove in

your bandg®  Jhes "Nou can sog what 1t Ise" Dol™hew-tel; brnra o fl'mz: i bo Lol

pleces. Come "Girl, you plve me that flar,¥ ) : .:..m - iog of zg J...m 17 to the ]
rrounly L0 cou wanb A%y oo cam - sk At W" oo 2o oLf tlw valicdd ;
o ot el e o l's ol vy is 0 ab AL you have *’alm RS o stamlw W bho cop or W
ayone olso ldle hiny quite ofben hie weakens visibly in the 171t of your sironsthe , 125

Of courze 1t is aslso tyue thet often your standing up Yo him .11 bwi. his . .. full

foreco dom wwn you, and thotls thote | g
fe an o bo start Proedom o -0l classes, every night 4 possible, in the 3

rdog!: vhere we're living. We have tho use of a Chureh for a vihlle, but we want

ot of all tm haw our own building - ch wili then bo ue Ao dhing ol dny 8o a

child day-care cor'or, Lihe-wr, ebcs w0 s in the neo o orhe L geen 7o g to gosy end

i we peb vealldy .)fi. oo L vm will be o 2 o o » the help of some of the :

brigl o »e 2 o who 3L de o ol isos bhoo nlvos, | :

> 1ive with an old lady, in a nogro nel” 'mﬁmd of cours, wo i3 onc of the |
Yovauent's gbaunchest supporters in Joo NOMe ko I 5 lent her house om nc oceay ons

for meetin-g, ovi also has olweors w:b PO worke Je  0's o ~ey ) lives very
poorlry L o ,rt - manages to o ol 80 iy toward “hor cm“dmn", namely

use obve d L o vmuld be bm:.t to live with her all year, if she doesn't uind, :
Yaaa Chenks iw a m&ubmd vover, one of the first in J-clson, ond is X as ilitant as

& seploganaxian ¢can be, She is c“‘m.cnl of the nerroes o o & neared and UL 2o dontt
helm us in ousr work bw*ume sm. .oke oy are U O e o G0 e She adkairos

yo hful milita: TOp o is vob gb a1l ain A for hor awn safotys Prowd of her cooperation

vl the o gloplays on her front porch pasters calliny for the alnc'bion oi‘

Aaron Iienry ik w‘amw Iou H aor, two 1’\cal egroes, to o e off coB. .ou i, wot

realime, b in ’”M‘maippi guch opun dlesplay oL yoo afl lieble.  ls & % asiting thu‘h
m h'Uu.uu «.)0 h&)au ,,.'

- v ~ ) : b o o ey , . ' ?
ight, by am;ﬁ.ous to l.carn. maﬂ. lo':. gt mm*“’* ""'*'1. amm.)*' wﬁm M ﬂxself‘ fmm 4
Ing us “airg‘ and W'ty Howr con.f‘w“w' S0 oochill > for ¢ Pl . v %f

/, E;c.u 2ot 3L be cl:‘dn't e thoSo two o, @ad o v oL TE - co Ve ae You drive down the

®mE ooooets of Jae sony, and 05 4 ca.. dm_‘mn by a whiw wowmane JIn the boeiz seab ls her
“golor: irl" - holding the whibe woman's child) I one else is oitting in 1:mrrb.

g :s"jﬂ; 2

. S n,ms.mn heredr is rmch more than the White and Coloved st 2ign in o ot of
..mrv:i.c;a w":Lom, itka mmh more than the _tc Ll 1. 1t oates! x?:i.ghts,
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naaial Intogrity.® Itte what hapoons to clildren who are so conditionod thab they
~i0t gee a iriend in'a white por 1, to pwnla wio sdooly cannot trust us whon we
& coach thomy, oven dors who onl, ...i ab w..ile nooples
Talizl i; of &ooy o dxs o sblng  lalle R or o mrbﬁ.&mlarly arduous period of
demonstrations, U - Jac son Police Do ont imported ¢ Twow a German cx-lNemi (not so
ex) wio used to train dogs for the Nagi ml:l.ce, and he is now establiched on g pleamtotion _
in V& f'“w*m, vhore he tr-ing dor"' to sie mi~~ors, Hagpy thonshte
SR ro*ﬂ JOdmmomst o to oordbe the | oomhere m . “w.ms:!.n‘ﬂa It's the kind of
thing © % o go. )¢Nic'1,bo'.~pr-' s bub - ls po shoormal by all
decont stanclm'da that Im :mmm*ioo& aryone oo Swrvive 3.1:.. I mnmr il s anyono hae b
set aboul wethodically to tally “'w» mmbor of atrocitles commibied o-<ngt n-roes - I
sroose mna one has, ~nd thic will give g vame Llea of +hnt it o0y ke o o horas
Buo :'a so mach sore | om o Laat, and U oohink oo m;-;-b irmo. camd poos of 3% ds U pob
wo co ot e = AbTe whino Iw;mnstapg > 4 - Cdn ,x.‘;,,w:?.ku
twisted and tortuved ins’ » and soometdmes 1t ma.wa ybu dampw.z %o tha po:nt thit youtbre
ready to ive up. Itls m Whi" ooulatton here that really hmorés, th-t really is

meosed upe At loast the morrong, £o0 gl thelr onl "1.!*’?1?7, are in the o mnrer pooition %
mo allys This mp, 0 s Loomacyy bub b Ao Looo koLt 0 e b Lug -
viiliouk a do ot T Ly I I . IR -
We s I e vl T days wemm :i.t n Baxbesvmle for ommxuatj.m. ?I:h 8
WOt VA e L b s wig anned mard e 4eT T by Tanel IKidn, hemrng the spontoneous
mrb-ou:; : *7‘ *"m doemo L. semets 0 150 Dmer Ly b 0'!. Lo o op
) AN e How A Loseloe WAL ogb us ac v of
the poo:z:t;.on to bca et .J.atad at aclwol .m.d. Tom oo b 1:.0 the suw wint . abe O wced by
the gtudents, With mo help of the Frecdam School teacher, it Sxank ,meJ.udma d\ mwm Lo
betior tecchorg, AL neeercmmy fron our of siotey hishow va for Lenchorss bebor booksy
gu o Lubeo o lore oan S el T L. L of Lo L neh,
Ge msn B .."‘31&,. 3 B w;', ooy I T of ¢ rone e , L"l;,r 0 YT

Her pi” © in L ls mtition was obvious - ’for this was the £irst bine sbe had boen ghle Lo
express these idecas in the form af g dvaande Koow'ng full well thot 1lttle, iff enything -
would coro of ‘bhs, H azel otill Lelt Lo was Srrorl ot for her ¢lo o to moio thio offord
topethe v, beest o db v 2d U ’Ua work e o Lo, a8 a tgctdy colb wll, aclouapyoc AR
A w'Q T - wﬂ sy b be e

Imrbin and I am conctantly mri.ng ronindddg of our gawibam' experionce -~ the gspirit
of the young people in partieular is mx somot!'ng we hovintt seen av~rro elve. The eagorw
necs to lerrn, the prir‘e in sccomplisments, wie dewel: ont of a ¢, .ty sirid, the

leve of Bl end 2l Coipmes o ieh  Ald clvonee the 1.0, the ron e oo LoJlon
to protect ouwr ac : 23y <ok the gre v oo Lulon for U "oubsidersM, the Mo Lbes®

who have vol*mt.arw vicked competillng In order to join in a fight which is not thelxrs
directly, but o dn the long-run tonrhas.om everr nane  DBelng hore pgives one home for

Arerice, af!fbho e Vonrlio andshle Lhaodedommm. e avel Tt UBp s vly axs eone
Ty - R i3 awsi‘hion ¢ oske st L gaw LD SuImmers
80 ! ]
Yot mch more v nowe We ¢ be »o nched at the folloi v address® ' ]

ofo ro. Morthe 01, 10 Trintty, Virden Mwl.’blﬂn, Joclkson, Wiss,
“Plense wite wwe 100 for ... 3 R te Gare @ apo. L. nol U needed,
bu. be prosared vo cond L o dn oo To L d _
Jots of love and noutalglsn,
' : yours for Lfroedom’
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. " ¢/o mrs. M. Bell
h LT - 1208 Trinity
dackson, miss.
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) " ! :
Sorry We've been silent for so long, but §s you.can imagine, W
have been pretty busy, especially this past Week. ’
A _ we are finally official ~ that is to say, We now make up half
&L oA 9:!’.‘ the Jackson Project, which, depending on staffand other resourees
is in cimrge of all programs in the city of Jackson. Since there are
only four of us (permanent or semi) and twe who leave in a month, our
activities are limiteds but what vie are doing is. @ ing very well.
20 far, our emphasis has been Ok startkéng as many of the,rreedom
Schools which went during the summer as possible. Again, due to the T
fevness of our numbers, We can only manage three of these. ™o are  *
held in churches, one in the wikk uWirls'Freedom hoa se ihouse vwhere
single UOFOQ workers, female, live). This last used to meet in a
church also until two of the deacons, the reacilonary group, deeisk
decided r.3. Was bad for the kids, and got the congregation to vote J
us out of the church. iltis a damned sheme, Wt It Vvigs also a gpod = |
exfe rience since 1t gave the kids a view of the church as a react® mary
body vhich they had not had before. They were quite upset, and at once
met to draw up a petition, Which Was tlen presented to the deacons
the minister, With no lucks L v ‘
All this week We have beén cle aring up'the building (half of a }
tWo family hoause) which will be used as our office. It used to be the
CUFU book, clothing and. supply Ware-house, and it was in a mess - piled
high with books of all sorts, mostly pretty Worthless, clothes str@gvn -
all over, papers, penclls, tvpewriters, mimeogrsph machings under-fwt. |
With the eager, diligent, sometimes over-enthusiastic help of a crew
of little t_;Loc al boys (known gs Viki's dwarves) We mve managed to get
rid of ever ythirng we don't need here. (Get rid of to the nevw Warehom |
hougse). Wwhat remains is the beginning of a pretty good library,altho
We desperately need books, daceént books, books agbout freedom, Negro es
freedom s truggk s in other countries. ' |
Wwe are living, as you may know, With an 80 year old Negro lady, i
one of the strongest, bravest freedom fighters we've yet met. Mama
Chenks is really a tremendous old lady, and never gives up her battle. |
She refuses to be scared, and houses civil righss wrkers, holds meet- -
ings and registers Freedom Voters at her haise.
, Vie Ssee %ittle of the other C.R. vrkers, except for the qoupleﬁ
Who are viorking with the Jackson Project a so, and this is just as
well. A lot of them we didn't have to ®muethis far to meet. 1It's,
the locsl people wWho make this really valuable as a per® nal experiece,
and also they who can teach us best. ] .
Thanksgiving was an interesting, and fattening, expe rience hepe.
Figst wWe had lunch at Mama Chenks' - & feast Which she cooked far m us,
and which was particularly touching since We know how ln.t@:le rfloney she i
has and how little We can contribute. Then over to the Girls' Freedm |
house fa anocther sumptuouf1 m?al, financed b, charitable Wwhite & o
Jacksonian ladies. Fancy that: .
Not much more. This is a very sketchy account of our activitées.
I hope my mother will soon send you  pies of our longer, more detaled | .

letters.
eEe yours for freedom,

viki avdmartin \

Dowks Lor yowem o £ 2 F THhea cord.
NPy C~-M(3@A0JAOQ®> YO‘LAQOU\A Wm

70



PR : . |
. ’\';J /- ‘ o g ‘h



Decenber 9, 1964
Lery \D’.(Aﬁ st "\"_r”'eod

Thiugs have beea happsndig at last. Two waels ago the State GOFO coordinator
end Jacksom offfce marager, Jdesse Morri-, -alled & muehing to r%cha.m ze tha office
and Lo tarxie che yrobliens of ‘*he edby. A+ thal mestiug, wh2 Jicksor Project was
forually re-’ ..“m..hed and assigued the formar Locik-wireiaotse as nealruarters, Inome=
diataly *haveatier,  orgaud m..d a gang of hacpsve, reuted an 1d-foct van, and movad
thae bookr €0 che new warzbourcs, This hock & jw.:h, day, during wa'ch tno r‘ in streamegd
dovn cndiessly, Thea Viki ani I spant a werk vomoving remianis of claotbhes and more

bocks, aad we ot ousr heads tussther to plan.  dext I bevgif sems medi and hardware,

Then we began to briid a modsl project o~tfice. e painiel the zeilirzs and walls
white, the woodwerk grey, the windows gieen, and we stained Lhe knott,; pine shelvea
o wake them lock Liie maplu. The son of 4 professional housepainter lent us
a reller and his skilie, A Frends of SNOU group in Chicago cent paint, A local
m—r" WO Worke as a saoe-shire Mboy" at the Trailways station camu to hc.lp. Three
tle kids from up whe rtrest Lelped keep the floors clean, ~The man who runs a
i‘zx—-m shep acress the stract pave us scre light fixtures and a radio-tube to roplace
ours, Onr landlady gave us soue old w:.ndf* J-Danes and I installed them, A kid
foem th«-, naiganrcrhood burnad the trash in ihe back yard. Another man promised us
a Cheistras troe. A plumber »tfzred to turr the gas on for us without the city
aunhoyities! kuowied;e so thas ws could evads the fee (we declined,) Three dozan
livtle kids have wenved to lmow whea frreden =chool would start.. Todsy we have
zl: three rocms in %a2 projoct necrly fini-hs’s only the littl: office-—cubbyhole

2ad the bathroni. siill need palrt. We otill lesd heat, and we sery much need reading

larps.,

. Friday, Saturdoy, and Sunduv we spent 2~ the COFO staff meeting in Hattiesburg,
Miseilssippl, We were housed #itn local penil: and spent the entire days in chureh,
discussing a lorg agenda. Sow'whcre near *hree hundred people attended to give
taeir views, and as a result +he neeting lestod until Tussday, although many people
(ourselves included) left earlier to get back to work, COFO isill in the early
stages of prmitive democracy: even the smallest questionw, including questions
of personality confliet, are aired in full =ssembly, and there are no committees
presently constituted within the organizaticn to handle its routine taks, Everything
is discussed by everyone, This is not to say that there are not persons of great
influence within the organizaticn but to show how unencumbered by structure and

orpanization this Lody is. For example, there are not even criteria for deciding
wno mey attend a SOFO staff meeting and vho may not; in practice, the meetings
arc open to the public, Nor doss parlianmsntary procedure operate in COFO; white
college-ecducated Northerners have a& tendency to take comnand of an assembly through
rapid-fire parliamentary manoeuvers which leave local people baffled and offended.
Instead, the meetings work by consensus; you do not pake & motion which is then
voted on, but you make a suggestion and see if anybody disagrees with it. Through
further discussion you try to work out a plan which is agreeable to everyone; = if
there are strong objections from a number of people, no action is taken, Thiw is
slow, but it is a system that everyone can understand and respect,

One of the things which did not arouse many people to discusasion was the subject
¢f the role of the NAACP and SCIC in COFO. We read in the papers, first that COFO
was supposed to be leaving the state, and secondly that these two other organizg-
ti~ns were leaving us, The fiprst charge brought laughs, and the second shrugs..
Fronkly, nobody I have talked to particularly cares what the NAA and Dr King's groups
do, lieither of them has ever contributed a penny to the operation of COFQ, nor do
they have more than a half-dozen members working with us., Especially the NAACP |
has been almost overtly hostile to COFO; its hoatility becomes more intense with
every COFO advance., Here in Jackson the NAA is beginning to be a real obstacae :
to progress, just as in most Northern cities, It comprehends a amall clique of ]
well-to~do conservative ministers and doctors with no partieular concern for the ;
Negro poor who make up the majority of the population here. COFO does its best
to restrain its staff mewbers from attaeking the NAACP epanly, but their difference
in views is a secret o prectically nobody.
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i One of the big disagreements between NAACP and COFO hinges on the question
of voter registration, The NAA was the first in the state to urge Negroes to
reglster, and with little reluctance Joined COFO in this task. However, things
being as they are in this state, it was figured out that with the best or effopts
it would take about a century or two to get all eligible Negroes registered at ‘the
present rat®, and that everr if they wers all registered, they would have nobody

.worth voting for, That is why COFO set up the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party,

- an organxzatlon of local Negroes and Northern lawyers with a lot of tactical ima-

gination, It was the FDP which directed the challenge of the Mississippi Democratic

.delegation to'the Democratic convention et Atlantie City, And now the FDP is be-

" ginning an even more ambitious plan: to challenge the right of Mississippl's five

nongressmﬂn to sit in the House of Representatives, on the grounds that they were .
“ected by an unconstitutionally limited electorate from which Negroes were sys— °
rmaticalxy excluded, - Congress opens January 4; on that day over a thousand '
wigaisaip,. i Negroes will arrive in the capital to demonstrate in protest, and to :
stition congressmen and senators in their behalf. The three MFDP candidates, R

Tlfrs, Fanny Lou Hamer, Mrs, Victoria Gray, Mrs. Annie Devine, will maintein an office

.n Washington to act as a channel through which Mississippi grievances may be
orought to be heard, The challenge will also involve hbroad legal saction, For

i rty days the FDP will have the power of federal subpoens to compel testimony
Tiom any person regarding denial of voting rights in the state, and then the
»upesition will have the same power, Affidavits will be presented and depositions
waken in an effort to document. for the world the condition of this state, It is

- .ot considered likely that the House of Representatives will refuse to seat the

rogular congressional delegation because of our challenge, However, the educational
vadue of this tactic is likely to be enormous, The question of the amount of faith

50 be placed in the federal govermment is likely to be settled next year, hopsfully

wath finality., People here, both staff and local, still cannot bring themselves

oo say clearly what has saemed so obvious for so long: that the federal government

Jdoes not care about the poer Hegro in Mississippi. If the FDP challenge in re- s
jected, when the challenge is rejected, a lot of people will realize that thay have
to look Tor allies elsewhere or go it alone.

‘ The FBI arrests in Fhiladelphia, Miss,, have not so far as I know caused much

‘Msﬁlr here, . We were not surprised and we are not enthusiastic, The arrests are

too little and too late; the timing too obviously connected with J. Edgar Hoover's

spst with Martin luther King., These 21 men were not brought to justice; they

will be tried by their accomplices and released with symbolic punishment, Yet :
every day we listen to radio stories about Negroes who are convicted of assaulting ¥
white men and receive life imprisonment at hard labor. We are not impressed; althoug

———we_are not.unhappy at the publicity which the arrests have received in the white

“along anyhow, feeling pretty good, and in good spirmta.

s .|

press,
-The library in our Freedom Center needs good books. COFO has p&anty of text-

books discarded by Northern schools, but our Freedom library sorely lacks Freedom
books, Besides our own personal collections, there is practically nothing on
Negro history, on civil rights, on Afriea, on the South, And we can use any kind
of serious novel other than the kind that you read once and then put in & bax in
the closet and forget, We need good books. Please address boxes of good books

to Jackson Freedom Project, 852 Sgort Street, Jackson 3, Missisgippi. At the same
address we would also be happy to receive typewriters, reading lamps (tny style)

3 school and office supplies, money,..

- In brief: I was given a traffic ticket today for "improper tags.'! Just rou-
tine harrassment of COFO workers; I paid the ticket ($7.00) and got new tags be-
fore the officer had a chance to report to the desk seargeant that I wes COFO, so
I got the minimum fine. ... , We have a project mascot: a little orange fomqlﬁ
kitten whom I almost ran over in the street, so we picked her up and fed her. We'll
have a nsaing contest soon, but COFQ pets seem always to end up being named "Freedom,
We'tve boBh had a cold because of the sudden weather change, but wa're plugging
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January 10, 1965

Dear fricends:

We went into the oenter of town thc other day with Mrs. Bell, our
landlady: tox paying time hed rolled around again, and we drove hor
to City Hall and then to the County Court Housc. Botlhi coming «nd _
going our ridc wis wawv.otful} upon our arrival at 1208 Trinity, Mrs.
Bcll said quictly to Bobbye: "Well, we weren't arrcsted.” Mississippi
1965 cans

There are more policcmen in this eity, in this statc, than we have
ever scen c¢lsowherce. Or mavbo we just kcep our cyes more pecled herae.
Wowhecre are therc sueh vulger, hateful, slit-cycd, slack-mouthcd
faccs, dsngling cigars or cmptying bulging choeks of rod-brown tobacco
jutsc. "WJackson's fincst™ corteinly spcak badly for the city, in
terms of locks as well as cverything clsc. And their brothers, the
Highway Patrol, the Statc troopcrs, the Sheriff and his boys, cven the
fircmen could all casily join them in thc samc lynch mob scene, with
or without uniforms. Driving is onc of the morc unplcasant activities
heTGews

Church going is still a chorc. This morning's sormon was as con-
trived and mcchenical, as werc the “amen, brothcecr's, and the "Yos
Lord®s, as thc provious oncs wo have hcard. And an intorminable
longth of timc scemcd to be spent talking about and collcocting moncy.
Such cxpericnccs inveriably méke us ask who our rcal cnomics arc,

Frccdom School continucs, somctimes good, somctimos frustrating.
With tho 1littlc kids, wc have troublc koceping attention fixcd on one
subjcet for morc than five minutcs. But talking about famous Ncgroces
is always a good topic to start with, and always providcs intercsting
tangonts: Van Pslmcr (9) asks with a paincd and quizzical look on his
facc why T.V. docsn't have all programs about Negrocs, becausc "it's
not fair that we always havo to watch shows about whito familics.®
And it is also 1littlc Van who offcrs his mother®s name as that of a
famous Ncgro - no nmisjudgomcent at «ll, though he is her son, for Mrs.
Palmcer is onc of the most vitel, militant and articulatc wonmen in
Jackson, and is likcly to bo netionally known within the noxt fow
yoars.

co m— R — r— o re— g A 4 -

Qur frustrations arisc oftcn bceocausc of what the students don't
know, bocaus¢ of wheat thcey have not beecn taught in school, Our ro-
gucst for an essay stating all thoey knew about Reconstruction yiclded
from some, page-long writings of protty well-thought-out information,
and from others, somcthing likc¢ the following: "It bogan aftcr tho
Civil War whon most of tho buildings had becon dostroycd by the Civil
War, when thoy stertecd to rebuild." Or like this: ".,.what love the
cx~slavcs and cx-mestors had of c¢ach othor was also lost., And hatc
took tho placc of love during this period ealled Roconstruction,”

It is not surprisinz to any of us that such a gap cxists in theso
young pcople's cducation, nor that they too have bocn taught the lics
that surround the¢ poriod of Reconstruction. Wo hnave sceen tho toxt

books uscd heroj they arc not much worsc than thosc uscd in California,

Chicagzo, or Now York public schools. DBut ncvertholess, whoen wo reale
izc that often wo have to boegin with suceh basic things, and must hold
u; the study of more advanccd or differcnt topics, it is frustrating

and deprossing., On the othoer hand, we also have studonts,who, somchow,‘

havc boen able to rise above the mirc of ilississippi cducction and
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acquire somec sort of truc poerspcctive on such things as Reconstruction,

It 1s in thesc fow that wc plecc our hopes for achicving anything
during thc short period of time we will be herc. laybo when we legve
thore will be half a dozen or so local Frcedom School tecachers who
will cearry on thc schools we have startced,

Our library cxpsnds almost doily, thanks to generous contributions
and lucky finds. Vc cannot rcally yc¢t mcasure thc influcnce of these
books, particularly our "Frccdom collcction™, on the roaders. We do
know that many pcoplc arc borrowing books, and wc can only imagino
the changos which will covoentually be wrought in thesce younz pcople
beeause they have rced about Froderick Douglass, Harrict Tubman, WieE.
B, Du Bois, John Brown, Fidel Castro, Bon Bella, Annc Frank; and whon
they rcalizc vhet is happoning in Ghana, Nigeria, Congo, Algcria,
Teanzonia; or in Viet-Nam, China, Indoncsia and Cambodia; or in Cuba,
Venszuela, Guatemala or Chile - when they realize what is happening
brozre how will this neow informetion change thoem and help thom to
chanuge their country? It is all so tenuous and intangible, and yet
that is so much of the excitcment of it all,

Anyway, wo must closc now, idany thanks to those of you who have
rcspoendcd so promptly to our frantic plcas for lotters and "back~
hems” news. And to thosc of you who were ablc to make monctary conwe
tribufions, our warmoest thanks; our stomachs and the gasolinc tank
wiil be full for a bit longer. However, rcont on the library building
rust be paid, as well as gas, elcctricity, water and phonc bills.
ihercefore, anyonc who still wishcecs to contributc should not hositate
to do sol

Yours for freedom,

Viki and Martin (Nicolaus)

Personal mail: c¢/o Mrs, M. Boll
1208 Trinity
Jackson, lissg.

Books,-office supplics, ctec.: Jackson Frecdom Center ™
852 Short Strect
Jackson 3, Miss.,.
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nced us any more, that the library can pretty well function without us! We brag |

' generously sent free copies of their books., In some cases, when house policy forbid

"incidents, slowly soften up, wave at us, stop to talk politics with us. Through

which holds thc¢ monopoly here, How many places in the USA besides New York and i
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1208 Trinity ]
dacksoii, :.dss,
Fob, 19, 1955

Dear Friends,

We enclose this time a flyer which we wrot\ for distribution to Jackson stu-
dents, but which we thought you weuld find intcresting. | last Tuosday we travelled
to Issaquuna county to get first--hond information ——tho press has blacked it out
completely-~ and came away very impressed by the impertance of these events, We
plan to spend more time in the woeeks to come in close sontact with Issaquena, and
will be able to glve more first-hand accounts, ;
The past fow weeks have been busy, For o while during late January, Martin \ 3
was oub of commission with an infected, impacted, unerupted wisdom tooth, which
had to be pulled. When we returned to our duties, we were most pleased to find that j
during our absenece the Freedom Schools ond the Freedom Library had carried n in g
o
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finc style, As while northerncrs, and as teachers, we know that our greatest tri-
uniphs occur in our absence, There was no one to "“teach'" Freedom School but the
students themselves, There was no one to keep the library functioning but the
nenbers and the librarian., We are most proud teo report that our "students" hardly

about it, It is one of the sure signs of success and progress,

The librery is a source of special hope, Although, unfortunately, no one has
yet committed himself or his group to send the Jackson Project five or ten dollars
every week for our librarian's subsistence, she can be found every afternoon at
2:30 in the midst of a maelstrom of llttle kids cagerly checking out and returning
books, Half an hour later, the older students are let out of school and arrive in
their turn; the Freedom Shelf is of interest to them. Most importantly, Wednesday
o couple of Jackson State Teachers! College (for Negroes) students came to us in
search of books documenting racicl inequality in education—and we were able to
hedp with no less than eleven titles. These two were foscinated by the Freodom
Shelf, Of course, they said, Jackson State has a library, and the library has books
about Negro history, but not these! They gave the impression that their library
censored everything uxcept Booker T. Washington & George Washington: Carver, They
promiscd to bring their friends, Morc than 130 people have joined the library
in the barcly two months since we opened the door on half-barc¢ shelves, kany of
you, our friends, deserve the credit for this progress, A score of publishers

sending free books, individual editors have paid for the titles we requested out
of their own pockets., Friends have robbed their own shelves to help us, Others  _
gove money to buy new paperbacks, and for records of Freedom songs (we now have a
rceord player.) We wish everyone could be with us as we drive through the neigh-
borhood some afternoon: all the myriads of little kids know us and our car, and
waving & shouting & laughing they escort us along the street. Now even their parents
many of them frightened of all contact with COFO workers, remembering uncountable

the children we shall reach the parents.

There has been plenty of other activity., Iast Sunday we attended the first
Freedom Radio Assembly at Tougaloo Collcge nearby. Delegates -- all Negro, most
of them farmers -~ from more than 20 counties sat and discussed ways and means of
setting up a radio station which would broadcast the truth, and let the voice of
Frccdom be heard on the air, instead of the standard commercial and racist garbage

San Francisco, can boast of such a station?

At its coming State Convention this Sunday, the Freedom Democratic Party will
probably discuss, among other things, the American intervention in the Vietnamese
civil war. Quite possibly, the convention will adopt a resolution criticizing
Arerican foreign policy in this area. Every Mississippi Negro to whom we've talked
about Victnam asks the same question: How come America can send troeps to Vietnam,
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and not to Mississippi? How can the govermment go about pretending to defend "free-
dom" in Vietnam and yet not 1ift a finger to stop freedowm from being trampled under-
foot in lMississippi? No, the war is not popular here, smong the whites it is ano-
ther question. It is crystal-clear that the ncwspopesrs have succeeded in making
most whites think that the so-called Vietcong is nothing more than an especially
uppity breed of "Wigrahs," The editorial cartoons always depict the "enemy" with
curly hair, broad, flat noses, etc, In this regard, it would be a valuable contri-
bution if some of our friends who are especially interested in this question could
send whatever informative material they can spare toithe following address: Mrs.
Hazel T. Palmer, 852 Short St, Jackson; perhaps together with a personal note,

These days, every time one sces two or three people together, it's likely to
be some kind of public hecring on the civil rights question. The Freedom Democratiec
Party has just completed its 4O deys of taking public depositions dealing with the
denial of the right to vote, and now attorneys for the racist congressmen whom we
arc challenging are beginning their 40 days. At the same time the US Civil Rights
Cormission has peraded into town, with unperallelud fanfare and falderah, We heard
FDF attorncys grill ex-governor Barnett for cight hours -- a fontastic experience.
The man who barred the door at Oxford, Mississippi, to James Meredith's entrance,
steadfastly denied that he had ever had any knowledge of any Negro who was dissatis-
ficd with the condition of the state! Question after question he refuscd to answer,

...-Had he beon aeccused of Msubversiwe! ideas (or indecd of amy kind of ideas), his

rcfusal to answer would have cost hin dearly] During the FDP hearings, neither
carweras nor tape recorders were permitted.  The US CRC hearings, by contrast, were
a real circus, completc with live TV coverage, UWho among us can match the courage

of these poor farmers and laborers from the Black Belt who stood before the Commissior

to accuse their oppressors? A man from Carroll County remembered that his father
had been wounded and his uncle killed for trying to vote in 1880, and that his
father received another wound for the same offensc twelve years later, and so on,
brutality after brutality, decade after decade, to this day. And yet he spokel

It is slowly becoming more obvious that the 1964 Summer Project left a deep
gash in the racist power structure of the state, Inadvertently, a well-kept secret
is leaking out: the statel!s economy has been seriously hurt by its reputdtion for.
terrorism ond violence, Investors (remember, the state, from one point of view, is
no more¢ than a cheap-labor colony at the service of the North) are scared off by
racicl unrest, And so Mississippi is changing its tune. It has decided to spend
some 30 million dollars for public relations to igprove its "Image," Now Governor
Johnson, Mayor Thoupson, Senator Eastland publiely denounce violence, counsel accep=
tance of the civil rights bill, ask for "The same harmony between the races which
has always characterized the state of kiississippi." No one istaken in by these pro=-
testations; still, there are now forces at work which may compel the governor to
keep his word,

For exoample: this week, all-white, privately-endowed Millsaps College in Jackson o

“éreated bBanner headlines by afhouwricing that It was voluntarily desegregoting. The
week before, we received a call from three Millsaps students who wanted to talk to

us. We invited then to the Project, together with a number of Freedom School students

They came: three whites born in the Deep South (one in Jackson, visiting us without
the knowledge of his parents) sat ackoss the toble from all of us and talked about
the need for finding out more about one another, We invited them to Frecdom School.
They came agoin.  Awkwardly at first, a dialogue between eleven Negro high school
students and three white college students began., That was a wesk ago. Already next
weck, these Millscps students are sponsoring an organizational workshop of 350C,

the Southern Students Organizing Committee, an offspring of SNCC. And so it goes,
If all of us do not give up the struggle, if we don't let the cold, long winters
‘d15courage us and the hot, long sumers frighten us, we will'live to see a different

Avierica

Yours for Freedomn, V1k1 & Martin Nicolaus

Jhacks /ﬂ c&}/’ Vouy
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Here is the story that no Mississippi newspape dares .o print:

More than a thousand students in Issaquena and bSharkey counties have refused te
go back to school because the principal, follewing the orders of an all-while
school board, has not permitied them to wear SHCC pins. kost of these students
are now attending Freedom Schools which they themselves organized in local churches,

It all started in the last week of January, when Becky Merrill, 19, who was born
in Issaquena county and has been an active COFO worker there, gave out some pins
that show a Negro and a white shaking hands, and the letters SNCC., That stands fer
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, the militant civil rights organization
which started COFQ, :

About twenty high school students from Sharkey county who had never been active
in the Freedom lovement before, decided they liked the SNCC pins and wanted to wear
them to school the next day. Ten members of the Issaquena county Mississippi Stu-
dent Union (MSU) also wore the pins. One of them said: "We had no special plan
in mind. We Jjust wanted to wear the pins, that's all,"

When the principal of the school, a Negro appointed by an all-white school board,
found out that the students were wearing the SNCC pins, he called them into the
office. He told them that he didn't mind the students wearing pins, he just didn't
want them to wear that pin. He didn't say why. _

"That night," said one of the students, "we got together with a lot of other j
kids and we all decided to wear the SHCC pins on the next school day, which was :
lionday "

Monday morning the principal called all of them into his office--or tried to.

But there were too many students with SNCC pins to fit into his office! GSo he
made them stand in the hallway and come into his office one by one and give their
names to the secretary. One hundred and seventy-rnine students came into his
office to show that they were not afraid.

Then the principal did not know what to do. He told all the students to wait in
the hallway while he went to talk to the white Superintendent of the school board.
Two hours later he came back and told the students to take off their SKCC pins and
go back to class, Hardly anyone took off the pin, but everybody tried to get back
into their classroon.

But now the teachers were afraid. They told the students that the students could
not come to class unless they took off the SNCC pins. The students kept their pins
on., They went back to the office and told the principal that they wanted to go back
to class but the teachers wouldn't let them in,

Then the principal led all the students to the gym and told them to wait again.
This time he stopped all classes while he talked to all the teachers. Then he came
back and "he said he wanted to talk to us.

"We decided," said one of the students, "that we wanted to ask him some questions.
We asked him, how would he feel if his own daughter was forced to bend over, touch
her toes, and get whipped on the backside like we do, And we asked him, how come
there was no colored people on the school board even though 70 per cent of the
county is colored people? And we asked him, was he registered to vote?"

Then the principal stopped them asking more questions, and told them to get back
to class, However, by that time the school day was about over, so the students
went home. That was Monday.
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Tuesday morning, February 2, "a#» many kids camfe to school wearing SNCC pins that
we couldn't count them all," said ene of the simdentt, The principal began the day
by calling a general assembly, He said that he wouid "dicte to no more questions.
Then he read from a book a rule sayimg that Pary wP~d at wi. disrupts school can be
suspended or expelled by the prineipal." He told ude 5Siudeats tnat the SNCC pins
were disrupting school. Any student who wore a pin the next day would be suspended,
ard any student who wore a SNCC pin on Thursday, sais the principal, would be
expelled and not allowed to go to schood-enywhere in Mississippi.

The students wore their pins to class all the rest of that day.

Wednesday morning, February 3, morae than 300 students wore’ SNCC pins. The prin-
cipal had to start the day out with another assembly., He announced that he was
suspending everybody who wore & pin, But only the 179 students whose names he

had taken on Monday were actually suspended, Everybedy who wore a pin that day
then wenit home.

That night the parents and students in the community held a meeting., lost of
the parents thought that the students should have the right to wear any kind of
.___pin they wanted to, - kany of the parents were members of the Freedom Democratic
Farty. They and the students decided that the eonly way they could win their right

to wear the SNCC pins was by getting all the other students out of school too.

The principal said that he would let the gtudents back into school only if they
would sign a promise not to participate in any kind of civil rights activity, inclu-
ding wearing SNCC pins, The students and parents saw that {he principal was taking
orders from the white school boéard. If they signed the promise, they could not
work for COFO any more. They could not join the Freedom Democratic Farty. They
could not join the Mississippi Student Union. They could not have mass meetings,
and they could not go together to the court house to register, if they signed the
promise, They refused to sign the promise,

The next day, 700 students in the elementzry schools were kept at home by the
parents, The same day, the school beoard refused to sit in the same room with the
parents' committee to discuss the situation, Since then, the school board and the
newspapers and the radio stationg have tried to cover up the boycott in Issaquena
and Sharkey counties. 4hey hope that the other students in the state of Mississippi
will not find out.

Three days after they were suspended, the striking students set up Freedom Schools,
1lik» the COFQ Freedom Schools last summer. Some of the older students teach the
younger ones. Some Northern white students who are members of 3NCC or COFC are hel-
: ping to teach, also, _Other Freedom Schools in the state have sent peneils;-peper, and —
""" books to help out,
"We are ready to stay in Freedom Schools for the rest of the year," said one of the
students. “The teachers in high school never did try to teach us anything. They

don't care about us or about Freedom,"

"30 what if we dont't get our diplomas," added another student, a senior in high
school, "All we can do in this county is chop cotton anyhow, We don't need &
diploma to chop cotton."

"We want our Freedom!!
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Today is the birthday of the King of Kings., We celebrated it among the !"people
that walk in darkness, who have seen a great light:; they that dwell in the valley of
the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined,” In the church-burning capital |
of the world, MlSSlSSlppl we two non-believers went to church twice, or rather,
four times, 1nclud1ng our two appearances as pagan benefactors to the very young and
to the very poor,., And, counting Freedom Schocl on the 23rd, we have entered into the
holy place five times in three days, -
The Institutional A,M,E. Church, located just six blocks from our home, is as- . |
impoverlghed a place as we have seen in Jackson. Its sagging frame squats crookedly
on a little rise of ground at a street-corner, next to the yard of a red-brick
elementary school, and removed from the traiflc on the main street a block away. On
a tiny lot surrounded by a neanderlng ditech, its planks slowly rot away, and the lit-
tle ornamental tower in the back is bent by fifty-four years of inattention. The
doors arc fastened against the wind by a padlock on a hasp that dangles loosely from
the worn-out wood. Inside, two man-sized ceiling panels on the right collapsed dur- |
ing the rains, and a little flood came down, carrying fragments of old birds! nests,
staining the wall brown above the gas—heater that no 1onger works, Some of the wine
dows are patched with cardboard, and in some of them the pieces of tinted glass have
7 TEaving. open gaps. Light comes from bare -eleciric bulbs hanging from
; g ds'strunr Jike clothes lirles across the nave and over the altar, BEven
wn@ﬁ*there is water, one of the toilets in the rear does not work, and nédsher of
them has the privacy of a door or screen to shield it from the closet~51zed choir
Lwe351ng~room, The back doors are barred b; broom handles jammed into the door-frame.
There is no kitchen, no basement, no pastor!s study. G&Every third Sunday, the pastor
drives to the meeting in an old Studebaker,
Most of the members of this church, the Reverend Clark sald in his sermon last
Sunday, go to meetings elsewhere. Respectable people are ashamed to be seen at the
Institutional church, Two of the deacons, like the Reverend, are past retirement
age,. The third deacon, who teaches the unday school, seems vaguely uncomfortable in
his role as bright young man on a sinking ship, When he appeals to the congregation
for money, he speaks with an extra wmeasure of sincerity. We timed those portions of
the service devoted to the various offerings: thirty minutes out of an hour and a
half, B ut the appeals from the pulpit brought mostly amens from the old ladies!?
corner, and pennies from the half-dozen young people, . Besides the deacons and the
pastor, there were no adult men in the congregation. The tiny choir sang badly. The
Reverend! s sermon dealt with the power of the holy word to turn all sorrows into
joys. All sorrows have a reason, all pains fit into God's design, all sufferings
_ are meant to turn your thoughts to the hoy spirit., Once, when he was young and a
T fool, the pastor said, when he never gave God a thought, his father sent him on an
errand. ‘It was Sunday and he hadn't gone to church, and as he was walking by the
river he was suddenly surrounded by a gang of white men with rifles and a rope, who
screamed at him, "Kill the niggeri Hang the nigger}i Lynch the niggerl" And then his .
foolishness left him, and he fell on his knees and for the first time prayed to God,
and promlsed God that if He would save him, he would devote his life to His servlce.
"And the Lord spared me, and I realized that those men had been sent for a Furpose,
and I saw that I had been a fool, and I came to believe in Him, and so my fear, and
1, “'ﬁuffurlng, turned to Joy, amen}" Reverend. Qlarn!s voice is hoarse,

« & ‘white, but his features are still taut and his frame looks powerful,
He SWﬁits trlal for disturbing the peace and trespassing late this summer;*when he
and other ministers were arrested while praying on the steps of the Federal Court-
house downtown. While in jail, he went on a hunger-strike, UMy doctor told me not
to eat corn-bread nohow," he explained with a grin, When one of the Negro trusties
i’ the rpison, being observed by the white jailer, began to handle him roughly, the
Reverend earnestly advised him to let him go,"or else I will apply the full force of
my shoulder, arm and fist to your chin, and break your head, brotherl" He was let go,
Next Sunday, he was back in the pulpit, preaching patience.

» Qur pre-Chirstmas Freedom Sehool at the Institutional Church was unusually well
attended, We asked, "Is it Freedom when many children don't get any presents?
There was a chorus of YNOIM "Is it Freedom when many white children dontt get pre-
sents??  MNol" again, "Is it Freedom when the same number of white children and col-
ored children don't get presents? There was hesitation. $ ome said it was, and ‘
somg said it wasn't, One girl said that if some people didn't have enough money to
buy presents, as long as there were the szme share of whites and Negroes, then that
was Freedom all right, We asked the question a different way: if the same share of
whites and Negroes was out of a job, was that Freedom? The same girl said she had a
cousin who didn!t want to work nohow so long as he could get on welfare, and she
thought that as long as the unemployment was equal among the races, that was Freedom,
But here the boys, especially the older oneg, disagreed strongly. No, they decided,
as long as people who could work couldn't flnd jobs, that wasn't Freedom. Then we
had a debate about Santa Claus, pitting the youngest boy who didn't believe in Santa
against the oldest boy who did, B oth u rchins were about six, and the faithful one
defended his champion boldly against the cynical gallery of worldly-wise eight-year-
olds. "I saw Santa downtown, I sat on his lapl" he said, and smiled sweetly, not at
all offended by the giggles from the audience, "How do the raindeer stay up in the
skyzl-taunted his:opponent amid cheers, The believer wasn!'t ruffled. "They pedal
W1th themrviegst" he replied, and part of the house fell still. "Naw," said the - ¥
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worldly one, "peindeer c¢antt fly, and it's my mommy and daddy that give me preganta g e
and make belleva it?s Santa Claus, and 1 know 'cause I saw them sneaking in the pre-
sents at nightl" Another added, "I know there! s no Santa Claus because last Christe
mas I never got a present, and so there isn't one,' A nd then we had a vote, and
Santa lost, 11 to 5, the older children abstaining, Afterwsrd, one of the most mile
itant non-bellevers, seven-year~old son of the lMrs, Palmer who hesds the Jackson
F.D.P. and devotes all her life to the movement, came up to us and made us promise
that we wouldn!t tell his mommy that he didnt{ believe in Santa Claus: because she
didn't know and she might get mad at him and not give him a present.,’ o '

Wednesday morning we hauled a small truck-load of clothes from one of the baxcara
Mht t from the North, to the church for distribution to the needy, as a small compens
sation in return for permission to use the building for Freedom School, In this way
we pay our debts; and if one deacon's wife gels a new winter coat out of the deal,
well, we have to chalk it up to public relations, It is a convenience to have Free-
dom School in the churches, since these are the only meeting places available with-
out ¢ost, But we have not forgotten the lesson we learned when the deacons of the
Kt.. Nebo M.B. . (Methodist~Baptist) church threw the Freedom School out, on the ground
8 that the NAACP had told them that Freedom Schools spread teachings against the gov-
ernment of the State of liississippi. We have learned, and our “students" learned
vwith us, that deacons and preachers, especially in the wealthier churches, are generw
ally conservatives, stick-in~the-muds, in short, as little Van Palmer said, Uncle
Tomss So we look around for other places to have maetlngs, but maanwhile we try to

th1Vate the churches,

The pastor of St, Johnts church where we have a little klds' Freedom School has
‘“Dmewhbre near a dozen children, and distribution of the clothes we brought to hls

rouse was no problem whatsoever. Our eight cartons melted into the family in no’

;ge flat, and we shall have to bring some more as soon as the truck~load scheduled
£ Monday arrives in Jackson, Instead of regular Freedom School this week, we had
a Christmas party, featuring songs and recitations by everybody, and me, Martinm, in
the role of S, Claus, I didn't wani to be Santa, I think it would have been more
educational for a Negro to have been Santa, but Vili: says that the kids insisted, °
(7. wasn!t there when they handed out the roles.) Viki concocted me a beautiful reg-
ulation Santa suit: she made a red winter scarf into a hat; some medicinal cotton
iato hair and beard, stuck on with tape; she shortened her red bath~robe to make a
jacket, and trimmed it with white erepe paper; a pillow around my midriff and red
erepe paper around my legs to cover my blue-jeans completed the outfit, :We put pre-
sonts for all who had come the previcus time into a red pillow-ease, Then I brushed
up my “"Ho~ho-ho" and hid in the back of the echurch to await the signal, To the tune
of "3anta Claus is Coming Tonight!" I pranced into the assembly, We nearly laughed
ourselves sick, the kids and I, except for little Poochie who is only L4 and was quite -
intimidated by the riotous goxngs-on. I drew her present out of my bag first, but
she only stared and retreated in awe, later, when I took my gear off, her eyes’ near-
ly pepped out of her head to see Nicolaus: amerge from inside Santa Claus. Viki sang
Earl Hobinson's song "There was an old lady who swallowed a fly" with great drametic
effect, and had all the little ones doing the St, Vitus? dance when she came to the
pary where the spider "wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside herl! Little Patricia’
was master of ceremonies, and Carolyn wouldn't shut up until she had performed two
long solos, Two little boys sang "Silent Night", and forgot their lines, and were
mercifully applauded off stage by the charitable audience, & peanut gallery of
slightly older boys who had not prcV1ously taken much interest in Freedom School, but
had ‘made themselves into a general nuisance, turned green with envy at the billiance
and flourish of the proceedlngs, and were quite broken in Splrit when there were no
presents for them,

- The 24th was windy and inconstant and we spent the day in ‘getting ready for Xmas,
Dick Gregory had flown into town to dlstrlbute turkeys at the Pratt iiemerial A,M,H,
nhurch next door to the Project, and huge crowds of people were besieging the place -
Ter the second straight day. The day before, Gregory had spoken at the church, and
stuck hundreds of leaflets under our shirts (in cese of cops) and distributed them
t0 the multitudes, (Leaflets about FDP), Then we made up another leaflet about
Frecdom Schools on the spot, ran it off on the machine, and distributed it alse, The
- pastor of the ehurch followed or leafletting inside- the—church from the paipit with—"" - ——
evident misgivings, but CGregory!s p resence, Gregoryts militant stand, Gregory's
biting attack on Uncle Toms, Gregory's support for what COFO is doing, shut the pas—
tor ups A whole bevy of preachers sat in the choir as Gregory spoke, grinning like
little mechanical black Sambos and nodding their heads whenever Gregory attacked the
Freedomeby-!nt-by attitude, That evening, Gregory was to speak in the big (Negro)
Masonic Temple, under NAACP auspices, znd Viki and I, together with some of the local
kids, placed an FDP leaflet explaining the congr6531onal challenge on every seat in
the house before tlie show began, - Viki also.put two copies of the leaflet on the ros-
trum to be sure that Gregory didntt miss it, After the program, which we didnt ¢ .
have time to attend, Gregory came aver to the Project office, signed autographs, do-
nated a copy of his latest record (a non-comuercial one, for fund-raising purposes),
and promised 25 coples of his autobiography "Nigger', which will make a big hit here,
H e then went to the State COFQ office on Iyweh Sbreet, contributed $5,000 to the
FDP, and promised to foot the bill for a Christmas dimmer for the eubire Jackson -
COFQ staff today., Not a bad day's work for a comedian,

On the evening of the 24th we attended a Christmgs program with our gentle hostess”
Mrs, Bell, at her church, That is a place called Cadets Chapel, just two blocks
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from here, situated on a large corner lot across the street from its old building, ! h
now abandoned, soon to be bought and renovated by the NAACP for use as a community
center, or so the rumors have it. The new building is magnificent, Nearly half a
thousand people can fit into the church, and a hundred more into the basement, There
is a kitchen, modern rest rooms, two water fountains, two choir dressing-rooms, a
pastor! s study, a treasurerts office. The place is wired for sound, with micro-
phones .on stage and hidden speakers in the ceiling, Heat comes through air-ducts,
a real rarity. There is even central air conditioning. T he baptismel well is
raised up above head-level in front, and has a glass inset so that you can see inw
side. A door opens above it, eight feet over the stage. The inside of the well is
painted swimming-pool blue, and onc can imagine that Esther Willia ms would be quite
hopoy with the facilitics, The evening program was terrible, The young people
p;esented a talent-show and pageant. and uafortunately hardly a one of theun had any
faint spark of talent; except for one little sixth grads boy who did a Christmas
carol in an effeminate, sexy sopranc., A couple of the itsy-bitsy ones were cute,
bt clammed up when an over-sclicitous deacon sheved a microrhone into their faces, 1
TFe pageant wes unimaginative, excopt thet Negro boys and giris draped in bed shoets ;
sske more credible Arabs than do whi'tes, The objent of all the exertion, wrapped in
o draper in a manger, was a little pink dell with blue eyes and blond hair, Yet ‘
“lere are beautiful Negro dolis on the market., Was it a delsberate decision on the ’
paceh of the church to chnose a white doll? What would happen is Christ appeared in
.Fz flesh: swarthy, brown, darker perhaps than the preacher and most of the deacons?

On the radio, after the service, ws heard the news that another church in the
itate had been burned down by "unknown arsonists.! The other day we had a talk with
o Jdorthern carpenter working with the Cowwittee of Concern, a fund to rebuild Negro
~luarches burned by racists, One of his fraquent problems is the tendeney of deacon
“oards and preachers to project as little expenditure as possible cn the materials
w1 construction of the church building, and as mich as possible on the living and
ariving situation of the preachers and deanons, Religicn, hars &a 32 often else~
whive, is an industry, run for the parsonal benefit of the manufacturer, and only
~nvidentally for the uplift of the consumer,

We returned to Cade! s Chapsl a fow hours later for the Christmas Day sunrise
cervice, which began at 5 awm. The chief thing I remember about it is the amount of
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roney collected for the pastor: $34.28 exactly., The sermon to the huddled faithful, ]
of whom there were not over 50, was based on the text in Matthew, something like
“Bohold, three wise men came from the East to Jerusalem asking tWhere is the King of e

The Jews?!" The preacher, a young mon with bedroom eyocs and a brooding, corrupt
fage, interpreted this passage to mean "Wie must all search for Jesus.," And he held
forth on this topic for a goed twenty minutes: you musinit search for money, or for
power, or for status, or for happiness, but only for Jesus, A men! Tes Brothers]
Whereupon the old retiring pastor stood up and seconded all the bright words his l
youngor brother had said, and urged the congregoticn to give generously, because the
young man was fixin to get married, and nowadays when you run with a woman you gotta
have it in the pocket or you are out, couse women don't marry for love nowadays like
they used to, they want money too., The deacons, sitting up on stage sideways to the
congregation, guffawed loudly. One of them, a men nearly white wilh both legs para~
lyzed, pulled himself up by the rail and pegan to pray in a hoarse yoice, his eyes
pinched shut, opening them wide from time to time to see how it was sinking in, When
he had called down blessings on every damn thing inside and outside of this universe,
he sat down with a thud and began sucking at his teeth with a littie slurping noise,
The other deacons, like the preacher, cut their hair short and in the fashion of
hidwestern businessmen, boyishiy. All of them are, in fact, businessmen., We were ;
a% last released shortly beforc 7 am, At the door we met a young lir. Donald (I for- 3
get his first name) in Ajr Force Reserve uniform, who is James Meredith'!s quiet suc~
c2ssor as the only Negro cn the Ole Miss, campus, We shook hands and sfreeted each
cther briefly. A pair of ushers asked after our health over-soligitously. We are
elways confused and angry when someone abases himself before us simply because we are f
waite, It happens too, too citen among the old people, How much better to receive ;
the frankly hostile stares of the young ones, if they don't know us, or the comradely |
sheeriness of those whomr we kmowi

This evening we ate the turkey dinner that Dick Gregory will pay for, in the com-
pany of a Negro radio announcer from Chicago, He didn't yessir us, or no sir usg
he treated us like any dashing middle-aged man of considerable means, used to travel-
ing in the company of famous people, would treat some college kids: jovially, but a
little patronizingly, In fact, he didn't care much of a damn about us, and then for
the first time today we felt a little nostalgic, We yearned for a time and a place,
for a little island in the sun, where color had nothing to do with anything. ; 5

The announcer, it turned out, had just returned from lLaurel, liss,, where the po~ ;
lice had kicked him and smashed his tape-recorder (not too badly), This is how it .
hzppened: 20 COFO kids are in joil in lourel for trying to integrate a restaurant,
The most hardy of those who were not arrested announced that they were going to sere-
nade their brothers inside with carols, It was to tape this that the Chicago announ-
cer had come, The kids asseubled below the wall of the jail-house and began to sing
Silent Night, but before they had gone very far into the first verse, the police
turned on their spotlights and roced the motors of their patrol cars. So the kidst
voices faltered, and they knew they couldn't go on with thot song. And then, on
siuultoneous lupulse they begon to sing MAin't gomna let nobody turn me round{"
They sang one Freedom song after another, and not a single Christmas carol. Then
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the cops blew their tops and broke it up. And that is how they spent the birthday
of the Ving of Kings, the Prince of Peace, Not one preacher stood with them, and
not a deacon was stirring, all through the house. Two of the kids had their heads
loid open by God-fearing white policemen on Christmas day, just as in the Congo our
brgthers are being massacred in order, we are supposed to believe, to save the lives
of Christian missionaries,

(Merry Christmos?)

% % #®

crall vews: Xmas day was HOT « 70 - 75 degrecs. But since the municipal swimming
oeel, even If it were open this time of ycar, is not open to Negroes, we couldn't
evzn Jadulge in dreams of plunging into the coecl water, _ .
iveir 1s very scorce around here - 1§ meon good music. We get more than our share of
»opular and gospel, both white ond black, Bubt thsre is not o single stoation that
»1o7s classical music in this city, Today I had the ivtense joy of catching a pro-
7171 broadeasting every Saturdty frem the Metreroliitan Opera House in N.Y. Never an
wpova lover, I (VFiki) found s self cherishing everv note of S t, Snens! Samson et
wnlila, and look*ng forwerd te next Saturday when they will broadcast Le Mariage de
riguro, Wiat a broodening exparience this is)
a2 crackers are all the rage here, and most kids are glven a lot for Xmrs, Altho
“urus in Jacksen the sound, 24 hou¢v a day now, of these explosions was annoying,
wtoran imngine the awful fee]*wg when someone in MoCozb or elsewhere in the bowb--
Lreind hears 2 rockebt esrplode cutsids the window of a Freedom House or Project office,
Ve aave neovly murdered 1Sttls boys on several oceseions for letting off fire crack-
£€r3 r2ar or in churches, pointing out the close reszemhlinnce their actions buar to
1hoee of white r&nluts, -

Tlecse write to us, It does get lonely down here cnce in a while, and we miss
“eing able to visit or talk with old friosnds, expecially during the holidays, Altho
you may not think your news as intere=mting as ours, we would really love to hecr from .
vbs normal, sane world once in a while, Tell us all about your health, your children ;
"o the wea ther, what movies youlve seen, what'!s on Broadway, whot the latest fashion
from Paris is, ete. Any old news will give us pleasure, :

A
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Freedom to you,

¥urtin and Viki
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